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HAVE YOU TRIED ?

YOU’LL NEED:

We’ve teamed up with 2018 Global 
Teacher Prize winner, Andria Zafirakou 
MBE, to show how exciting art can  
be for all ages. 

In this worksheet, you and your class can discover how 
easy and rewarding printing can be with our simple  
step-by-step guide.

GET CREATIVE WITH PRINT!

Andria says:

“The best thing about printing 
is that you can really help your 
young people connect with the 
objects, see patterns, explore 

different surfaces, just to have 
fun seeing what they can make.”

Andria Zafirakou, MBE

2018 Global Teacher Prize Winner

• Paper
• Paint
• Printing ink

Optional:
• Foam printing sheets 
• Bubble wrap
• Potatoes
• Leaves
• Cardboard
• Rollers
• Cookie cutters
• Scissors
• Glue sticks
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As simple as the name suggests, the best way to begin direct 
printing is by picking an assortment of fun materials – the more 
textured the better. Bubble wrap, leaves, potatoes or even an 
ice lolly stick, let your imagination run wild. 

If there’s space left on the paper, try dipping different materials 
in different colours to try them out. Potentially, you can even use 
each of them to create a whole picture – like a yellow sun, green 
grass and a red house.

DIRECT PRINTING:

Step 1

With a blank sheet of A4 paper in front of you, dip each of 
your objects in paint and press them against the paper. What 
interesting shapes do they make? 

Step 2

EARLY YEARS LEARNING OUTCOMES:
• Making predictions and discoveries  

• Experimenting with different colours  

• Investigating through cause and effect  

• Using critical thinking to make predictions and  
explain results 

• Being exposed to new language  
surrounding colours  

• Learning the different shades of colours

• Proposing new materials to experiment with 

• Supporting children’s mark making

• Building the foundations for early writing   

• Strengthening fine motor skills

HAVE YOU TRIED ?

Step 3
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Relief printing is all about creating your own paint print design, 
which is both fun and rewarding. First things first, you’ll need 
your foam printing sheets and whatever cookie cutter designs 
you like.

Once your square foam sheet is filled, it’s time to cover your 
newly textured surface in paint. A roller is the easiest way to avoid 
mess – but you can dip it if you don’t have one to hand.

Just like direct printing, all that’s left to do is press your painted 
pattern against a blank piece of A4 – and you’ll see your pattern 
come to life in “relief”. Want to repeat the process with different 
paint colours and shapes? Feel free to mix it up.

RELIEF PRINTING:
Step 1

Next, working from the top left across in rows, press your cutter 
into the foam until it makes a solid imprint.

Step 2

HAVE YOU TRIED ?

Step 3 Step 4

PRIMARY LEARNING OUTCOMES:
• Using shapes and patterns to design and create • Choosing and using materials for a purpose
• Exploring different patterns (e.g. linked to Maths with repeated patterns, symmetry, translation, rotation)
• Exploring different materials for printing and the different artistic effects that different materials create.
• Exploring and investigating colour • Exploring tone   • Language development through the discussions
• Creativity • Using different tools and materials • Self-Expression
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Colourgraph printing also uses foam sheets to create a 
paintable design, but instead of cookie cutting the pattern into 
the foam, you’re going to glue one on instead. 

Using a glue stick, stick these pieces onto a new foam sheet 
in whatever pattern you like. Want to keep it symmetrical or 
explore exciting geometric and repeating shapes? The only 
limit is your imagination.

Once your foam pieces are fully stuck down, it’s time for 
paint. You know the drill by now – use a roller to coat just 
your shapes in paint, then press firmly onto a sheet of A4 
and admire your handiwork.

COLOURGRAPH PRINTING:
Step 1

From triangles to squares or arrows, cut a spare foam sheet into 
lots of small shapes with a pair of scissors. The secret? You want 
to keep each of your pieces as identical as you can.

Step 2

HAVE YOU TRIED ?

Step 3 Step 4

SECONDARY LEARNING OUTCOMES:
• Exploring other methods of ‘drawing’
• Exploring the process of drawing using found objects
• Investigating and manipulating found objects and their properties through craft making
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With plenty of fun, colourful prints packed with imagination  
all around the classroom, now’s the time to think about  

displaying them – once they’ve dried, of course. 

BE PROUD OF YOUR PRINTS

www.consortiumeducation.com

Pegs and string are a great way to create 
a makeshift drying rack and display line 
at the same time around the classroom. 

And if you fancy sharing some pictures of 
the best pieces, we’d love to see them.

WIN A WHOLE YEAR OF ART 
SUPPLIES, WORTH £1,000!

Visit us on Facebook or Instagram to find out how to enter!

@ConsortiumEducation

We would love to see your creations  
once they’re finished!
So, we’ve teamed up with award-winning art teacher Andria 
Zafirakou to bring the fun back to your classrooms.
We want your children to show off their artistic skills by asking 
them to create a piece of art, using the theme “something they 
love”. All entries submitted on our Facebook or Instagram pages 
will be entered into our exclusive prize draw to win £1,000 of art 
& craft supplies for their school or nursery. 

Hurry, entries must be in by 31st July 2021

@consortiumeducation

HAVE YOU TRIED ?


