HAVE YOU TRIED

?
Andria Zafirakou, MBE

2018 Global Teacher Prize Winner

We’ve teamed up with 2018 Global
Teacher Prize winner, Andria Zafirakou
MBE, to show how exciting art can
be for all ages.

GET CREATIVE WITH CLAY!
With our simple step-by-step guide, we’re here to help
your whole class discover the magic of clay by creating
and decorating their own square tile.
Once finished, tiles could be combined to create a large
community artwork everyone can be proud of.

YOU’LL NEED:
• Air dry clay
• 2 strips of wood – about 1cm thick
• Cutting mat
• Rolling pin
• Metal ruler
• Craft knife
For the children:
• Assorted objects to press

(e.g. dried pasta, sea shells, cotton reels etc.)

• Modelling tools (e.g. forks, scrapers, cutters)
• Clay friendly paint
• Paintbrushes
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Andria says:
“Clay is a brilliant medium for
all ages because it can be made
as simple or as complex as
ability dictates.”
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m thick

Tiles should be about 1c

PREPARE THE TILES:
So that the finished tiles may be combined it’s
important that each tile is the same size and shape,
we suggest 10x10cm and about 1cm thick.
Place the clay between the two strips of wood
and roll out until the rolling pin is level with the
wood - this means the clay will be an even
thickness. Measure to size and cut into tiles.

Important!

IMPRINTING CLAY:
Step 1

Start with a prepared clay tile and
gather an assortment of objects.

Step 4

Use the same process with other objects
to create, make and design a huge variety
of different shapes and patterns.

Step 2

If you want to attach finished tiles together, remember to
create small holes in each corner of every tile before the clay
dries, so that you can thread them together with wire.

Press

Place an object (we have used a shell)
on to the surface of the clay and press
down firmly.

Step 5

Encourage the children to search for more
objects to try - they might be surprised by
the patterns they can make.

Step 3

Carefully lift and peel away the
object from the clay to discover the
impression which remains.

Step 6

Imprinting may also be used in combination
with other techniques to create a more
complex design - turn to the next page
to find out more...

EARLY YEARS LEARNING OUTCOMES:
• Encouraging self-expression through new materials • Supporting children’s mark making
• Building the foundations for early writing • Strengthening fine motor skills
• Experimenting with cause and effect • Making predictions about which marks will each material produce
• Expanding vocabulary around textures • Exposure to new descriptive language around touch
• Using materials in creative and imaginative ways • Exploring with their senses
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IMPRINTING & CARVING CLAY:
Step 1

Use objects to create impressions
in the surface of the clay.

Step 4

Step 2

You can also use flat or curved
sculpting tools to carve lines and
shapes into the clay.

Step 3

Once you’ve got a shape you
really like, why not take it a step
further and carve it out too?

PRIMARY LEARNING OUTCOMES:
• Using materials creatively to design and make
• Sharing ideas • Developing imagination and creativity
• Developing art techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, shape
• Exploring shapes, patterns, textures and colour
• Using and manipulating tools and equipment
• Using shapes, patterns, textures and colour for a purpose
• Developing fine motor skills through manipulating the clay

You can even cut shapes into the clay....

CARVING & PAINTING YOUR CLAY:
Step 1

Now it’s time to explore what more
you can do with the leftover clay – like
moulding it into something new.

Step 2

If you’ve used a shell to create an
imprint it’s easy to mould that carved
out clay into a starfish or seaweed to
put alongside it.

Step 3

With your design almost done, it’s the
perfect place to add some colour. Using
clay-friendly paint, get creative and
colourful with your square.

SECONDARY LEARNING OUTCOMES:
• Explore and understand the properties of the media clay • Investigate surface decoration and textures through
the use of mark making • Develop the process of relief, 3D, scale and weight through the addition of shapes

Page 3

HAVE YOU TRIED

DISPLAY YOUR CLAY:
Once the whole class has created a piece of art they love,
there’s only one question left, what to do with it now?
We suggest:
Make a hole in the corner of each square
and hang them up to dry, or join them all
together into one big square to show off
the whole class’s creativity.

WIN A WHOLE YEAR OF ART
SUPPLIES, WORTH £1,000!
We would love to see your creations
once they’re finished!
So, we’ve teamed up with award-winning art teacher Andria
Zafirakou to bring the fun back to your classrooms.
We want your children to show off their artistic skills by asking
them to create a piece of art, using the theme “something they
love”. All entries submitted on our Facebook or Instagram pages
will be entered into our exclusive prize draw to win £1,000 of art
& craft supplies for their school or nursery.
st
Hurry, entries must be in by 31 July 2021

Visit us on Facebook or Instagram to find out how to enter!
@ConsortiumEducation
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